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B arbara Madella (Harvey Holland) Mayer, 94, formerly of Stafford Springs, CT

entered into her eternal rest with the Lord on April 6, 2024 after a long journey
through dementia at Kimberly Hall nursing home in Windsor, CT.

Barbara was born on March 30, 1930 and was the last living child of the 12 children

of Robert L. Harvey and Mary Edith (Shorey) Harvey of Plainfield, VT. She attended
Plainfield public schools, graduating with honors from Plainfield High School in

1948. In 1954, she moved with her first husband, Gordon M. Holland, to Connecticut
where they eventually settled in Stafford Springs to raise their family. Barbara

worked for many years on the night shift as a nurse’s aide at Natchaug Hospital and

at Johnson Memorial Hospital, leaving her days for the support and management of
her loving children.

Barbara was a kind and hard-working person who spent much of her life as an active
participant in a family atmosphere of intellectual curiosity and spirited discussions

where she more than held her own. She enjoyed watching and attending UConn

sporting events, knitting, listening to music (especially her favorite “The Sound of
Music”), and participating in events at the First United Methodist Church in Stafford

Springs.
Following Gordon’s passing in 1977, Barbara moved to Mansfield, CT where she met

and married her second husband Gustave “Al” Mayer. Unfortunately, her marriage to
Al lasted less than 2 years as he passed away suddenly in 1989. In later years, Barbara

enjoyed spending time and traveling with her special friend Leonard “Lenny” Szarek

who passed away in 2017.
Barbara is survived by her children, David Holland and his wife Lorraine of Stafford

Springs; Susan Yannello and her husband David of South Glastonbury, CT; Betty
Wilcox and her husband Gerald of South Windsor, CT; Diane Holland and her wife

Patricia of Worcester, VT; and Lisa Trowbridge and her husband Bruce of St.
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Augustine, FL. She is also survived by her grandchildren, Keith Holland and his wife

Bethany (and great-grandchildren Kason and Colby); Matt Dickinson and his wife
Melissa; Marc Holland and his wife Abigail; and Gerald Wilcox, Jr. and his wife

Rachel. Barbara is also survived by her long-time friend, Joan Johnson of Stafford
Springs, and many nieces and nephews.

The family would like to extend our sincere thanks to the staff of Kimberly Hall for

their compassionate care of Barbara during her extended stay. Also, thanks to the
staff of Assisted Living Services who made it possible for her to stay in her home

after the onset of her dementia.
A graveside memorial service will take place at a later date at the Center Cemetery in

Plainfield, Vermont where she will rejoin her dear husband, Gordon.

In lieu of flowers, contributions in Barbara’s memory may be made to Dementia
Society of America (https://www.dementiasociety.org/) and/or Mr. Holland’s Opus

Foundation (https://mhopus.org/donate/).
Introvigne Funeral Home, Inc., Stafford Springs, CT, has care of the arrangements.

To leave a condolence online for the family, please visit:

www.introvignefuneralhome.com
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Tribute Wall Barbara Mayer

Cheri Bradley lit a candle in honor of Barbara.

September 22 at 9:14 AM

GF Gordon John Frassinelli posted:

Dear friends and family of Barbara,Sincerest condolences, on the passing of Barbara, cherished

mother, grandmother, and matriarch. She was obviously a talented and wonderful person who will be

missed. Thoughts and prayers.

May 26 at 1:09 PM

DM Dr Dilio Mariotti posted:

Aunt Barb was a great favorite. She always reminded me that I was 10 years younger -- "and don't

forget it!" A truly great lady -- from her oldest nephew. Dilio Mariotti

April 21 at 6:56 AM

JH Joan Harvey posted:

Barbara was a wonderful sister-in-law, kind and generous to all. Her brother Bill and sister Mary, both

competitive high achievers, told me that Barbara was smarter than they were. She was one of the

most perceptive people I have ever met. She had the gift of conveying her insights with a quiet voice

and gentle smile, showing true understanding, without hurting anyone's feelings. I will miss her.

April 14 at 12:03 PM

DH Daniel Harvey lit a candle in honor of Barbara.

Aunt Barbara was one of the kindest, sweetest and most beautiful people I've ever

known. I will miss her but am comforted that her soul resides with my dad, uncle

and all my beloved aunts. My love and prayers go out to all her family at this time.

April 12 at 7:00 AM
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CH Colleen Heuitson lit a candle in honor of Barbara.

April 11 at 2:54 PM

MP Mary E Plasse lit a candle in honor of Barbara.

April 10 at 10:26 AM

SH Shelley lit a candle in honor of Barbara.

April 10 at 9:44 AM

KA Kathy Aborn lit a candle in honor of Barbara.

Sorry for your loss. Many memories of Barbara at first united methodist

church...especially in womens ministry group with my mom.

April 10 at 3:49 AM

KE Kerri lit a candle in honor of Barbara.

Your smile was contagious! May you rest well Gram.

April 10 at 2:26 AM

MW Mark And Terry Whalen lit a candle in honor of Barbara.

April 9 at 9:42 AM
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RG Ron And Judy Gilbert lit a candle in honor of Barbara.

April 9 at 7:30 AM

FC First United Methodist Church lit a candle in honor of Barbara.

April 9 at 5:14 AM

SE Sandy Baxter Emhoff lit a candle in honor of Barbara.

April 8 at 5:47 PM

BS Brenda Simons lit a candle in honor of Barbara.

April 8 at 1:29 PM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Barbara by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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